WOLLASTON PRISM PHASE-STEPPING POINT DIFFRACTION 


INTERFEROMETER AND METHOD 


ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A Wollaston prism phase-stepping point diffraction interferometer for 
testing a test optic. The Wollaston prism shears light into reference and signal 
beams, and provides phase stepping at increased accuracy by translating the 
Wollaston prism in a lateral direction with respect to the optical path. The 
reference beam produced by the Wollaston prism is directed through a pinhole 
of a diaphragm to produce a perfect spherical reference wave. The spherical 
reference wave is recombined with the signal beam to produce an interference 
fringe pattern of greater accuracy. 
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